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The Return to the Air 
 

          New Revelation in New Testament  

                         Returns for the Church 

                  (1Cor. 15. 51; 1 Thess. 4. 15) 

 

Comparison 

• Marks the end of the Church period and the 

beginning of Daniel’s 70th week*.  

        (1 Thess. 5. 9; 2 Thess. 2. 1-6; Rev. 3. 10;  

        Compare Rev. Ch. 2-3 with Ch. 4-19) 

• The “Fullness of the Gentiles” complete (Rom 

11.25) 

• The change of body will come in the twinkling of 

an eye  (1 Cor. 15. 52)  

• Resurrection of all “in Christ” [i.e., the Church – 1 

Thess. 4:16] 

     * (although there could well be a transition  period 

before the Tribulation period commences) 

 

Contrast 

• Returns to the Air (1 Thess. 4. 17) 

• Dead saints raised before living saints are 

changed, meeting in the air (1 Thess. 4. 15-17) 

 

• Blessing for the Church: “Comfort” (1 Thess. 4. 

16-18)  

• Expected at any moment (Rev. 3. 11; 22. 20; 

Heb. 10. 37; 2 Cor. 5. 1; 1 Cor. 15. 51-52; 2 Thess. 

2. 1) 

• Comes in Person (1 Thess. 4. 16: “Himself”) 

• No signs in the sky to precede this event 

 

 

 
 

The Return to the Earth   

 

         Revealed in Old and New Testament  

                  Returns for the Kingdom  

                  (Zech. 14; Matt. 24; 2 Thess. 2) 

 

Comparison 

• Marks the end of Daniel’s 70th week and the 

beginning of the Kingdom period 

         (Dan. 9. 27; 2 Thess. 2. 3-8; Matt. 24. 15 

         Dan. 2. 44; Matt. 24. 31; Zech. 14. 9) 

• The “Times of the Gentiles” concluded  (Luke 

21. 24) 

• Will come like a thief in the night (Matt. 24. 43-

44; 1 Thess. 5. 3) 

• Resurrection of all who “are Christ’s” 

[i.e. OT saints, Tribulation saints 1Cor. 15. 23; 

Dan. 12. 2; Matt. 8. 11; Rev. 6. 9-11; 7. 14] 

 

 

Contrast 

• Returns to the Earth (Zech .14. 4) 

• Dead saints raised after the return of Christ to 

join the living saints on earth (Zech. 14. 14; Dan. 

11. 45-12. 3). No record of living saints being 

changed. 

• Vengeance on Enemies (2 Thess. 1. 8) 

• Expected after the apostasy of the man of sin (2 

Thess. 2. 3-6) 

 

• Comes accompanied with Angels (2 Thess. 1. 7) 

• Sign of the Son of Man will appear in the 

heavens and stellar activity will precede this 

event (Matt. 24. 29-30) 
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